By Gregg Sarra
STAFF WRITER

The marquee names all are gone.

Names that were synonymous
with winning, such as Adam Mar-
iano (Comsewogue), Ted Stach-
tiaris, (Plainview), Jamie St. John
(Port Jefferson), Scotty Graham
(Long Beach) and Bay Shore’s Por-
celli brothers, Mike and Alex, are
memories. And this year there is no
returning wrestler with that type of
reputation.

Only Plainedge’s Craig Vitagliano
can etch his name with the rest, if
he is able to repeat as a state
champion. But he’ll have to shrug
off a nightmarish Empire State
Games performance in August and
regain the respect he earned when
he decisioned East Rochester’s Roy
Frey, 10-5, for the state title.

“Now Craig knows what it's like
te be on top and have everyone
coming after you,” Plainedge coach
Steve Licht said. “'He had a tre-
mendous high up at the states and
he never gave himself time to rest
when it was over. He went into the
freestyle season and made mis-
takes.”" Vitaghano did not reach the
finals at the event.

Licht said that Vitagliano took
the fall off, stayed in shape and
came into the first day of practice
with a refreshed ocutlook. “He's fo-
cused on the scholastic season,””

‘cht said. "The pressure is back

everyone else to beat Craig.”

Others who know what it’s like
tw be on top are defending county
champions James Douglas of Beth-
page and Aaron Brown of Farming-
dale. All three should help Nassau
improve on last year’s sixth-place
finish at the state tournament.

“New reputations will have to be
made,”’ West Islip coach Tony Mel-
lino said. “It’s a whole new era.
There are no shoo-ins. You can’t
whip off the names of top-notch
wrestlers like in the past. You have
to stop and think. It's not like
there are five defending state

champions coming back — it’s wide

open.”
What the 1990-91 season does

promise, however, is an opportunity &

for the unheralded wrestlers to
make their mark. Someone like a
Kerry McCoy of Longwood, who
took secend in the Junior World
Tournament in Yugoslavia in July;
or Sachem’s John Aebly, who beat
defending state champion Paul Ly-
man (Watertown, Section III) at
the Empire State Games.

Or, maybe East Meadow’s Dan
Majcher will win the county title
that has eluded him the past two
years. Or maybe Dion Visconti will
become the Catholic League’s first
four-time state titlist and go on to
win a public state title. Only one
Catholic wrestler has won a public
title — Chaminade’s Kevin Murphy
at heavyweight in 1987,

“This will be a very interesting

~—=gason, ' said Nassau wrestling

airman CHff Forziat, who also

aches the Herricks team. “We'll
see how good the younger talent is
and how well the Long Island sec-
tions bounce back in the states.”

For the first time in six years, a
Long Island sectional team will not
travel to the state championships
as the defending champion. Roches-
ter (Seation V) took care of that
when it crowned three champions
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in March. And for the first time in
27 years, Suffolk failed to crown a
state champion.

“Looking back, it was a disap-
pointment that we had four fina-
lists and all of them lost,” Suffolk
wrestling chairman Paul Brodmer-
kel said. “But in no way would I
say Suffolk has lost a step — we
finished third.”

Although Suffolk’s finish was ac-
ceptable, it wasn’t typical of a sec-
tion that won five state titles in the
1980s. With only four returning
county champions, the future re-
mains unclear. Longwood brings
back three of the four with Chris

‘Conway, Jason Burke and Nick

Hall to lead an experienced team
that hopes to defend the county ti-
tle it won by three points over Sa-
chem.

“Both schools bring back a load
of talent,” Longwood coach Mike
Picozzi said. “I would say that our
two teams have risen above the
rest right now.”

Austerity has had an impact on
the Longwood program, where Pi-
cozzi said the varsity hasn’t lost
strength but the junior high pro-
grams have been affected. ‘‘And
that will cost us down the road,”
he said. “It’s important to have a
strong feeder system.”

At Sachem, coach Jack Mahoney
should put together one his finest
lineups to battle Longwood for the
League I and county team title,

“It’ll be another dogfight that

comes down to heavyweight,” Ma-
honey said. The teams are’ sched-
uled to meet at Sachem on dJan. 18
at 7:30 p.m. Last year, Longwood
pulled out a 25-23 win, despite
watching two of its defending coun-
ty champions lose.

“Sachem and Longwood are on
the top echelon,”” Mellino said.
“But watch out for a young and
talented Lindenhurst team.”

In Nassau, Long Beach is set to
defend the county team title it has
held for the past four years. With
45 athletes signed up and six re-
turning county placewinners, coach
Paul Gillespie is optimistic.

“We’ll keep the consistency,” he
said. “We’ve got enough depth and
some key kids back. But Mepham,
East Meadow and Bethpage will be
right there.”

Long Beach will return Alberto
Garcia, Billy Whittaker and John-
Paul Posada in an effort to regain
the county dual meet title it lost to
East Meadow, 24-23. East Meadow
will defend with Majcher, Marc
Bloom and Tom MecLoughlin.

Perhaps the strongest Nassau
contingent will wrestle in the four-
team Nassau-Suffolk Catholic
League. Chaminade’s Rob Donnino,
Ken Gein and Visconti are Catholic
state champions and all are back.
And the Flyers return a league fi-
nalist in every weight class.

“Chaminade is definitely the
leam to beat,” St. Anthony’s coach
Kevin Smith said. “They are pow-
erful enough to beat anyone in
Nassau, public or private.”

“We have our best lineup ever,”
Chaminade coach George Dlugo-

" lonski said. ““We have six league

champs back, depth and exper-
ience.” The key league dual meet
will pit St. Anthony’s at Chamin-
ade Jan, 30 at 4:30 p.m.
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